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EDITORIAL NOTE


It is of great joy for the Committee to send a newsletter with such good news - as you will read ahead the Foundation has continued to attract the admiration of both persons and companies.  We are sure that your support will continue to sustain such fruitful efforts and generosity.








MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT OF MALTA


Tuesday 12th October was a memorable day for the Committee since it was marked with the meeting with the President of Malta, His Excellency Prof. Guido DeMarco.  The meeting was characterised by the great interest shown towards the Foundation’s work and by his promise to express his support in three ways: financial contribution through the Community Chest Fund in favour of a particular project; personal presence together with his wife at activities and functions the Foundation may organise; and his direct intervention to help us open any “closed doors”.  Many heartfelt thanks to our President.








VISIT BY DR. M. MACALPINE


Equal Partners Foundation has invited Dr Michelle MacAlpine to Malta to hold a workshop for its members.  Dr. MacAlpine obtained a B.Sc. in 1976.  She then obtained an MA in Anthropology in 1983 followed by doctoral work in archaeology.  After experiencing the life of a parent of a child labelled autistc, an experience she herself describes as “isolating, terrifying and discouraging”, she turned her academic skills to studies in neuroscience, cognition and development.  In 1996 she opened a private practice specialising in treating cognitive delays in children, related to sensory deficits or impaired development.  This centre is dedicated to training parents and professionals.





In 1998 Dr. McAlpine published her doctoral dissertation on Play in Autism: a microdevelopmental approach.  She has a number of other publications, including Treating Developmental Delays and Autistic Spectrum Disorders, which is in its 2nd edition.  EPF welcomes Dr. MacAlpine to Malta.  It is proud of being instrumental in increasing the knowledge base of all those parents and professionals working with children whose abilities need to be found and enhanced.  The Foundation welcomes all those interested to a public lecture to be held by Dr. MacAlpine on Friday 12th November at 6.00p.m. at 








PREMISES


Following our appeal for an administrative premises, it is our great joy and satisfaction to announce that Middle Sea Insurance Group, apart from becoming our next sponsor, will be leasing us for free an office in Floriana at 52, Market Street.  The company will also be assisting us in the refurbishing of the place.  In response to the drawback of the flight of steps the Foundation has already been promised a donation of a stairlift from another benefactor.  The Committee is pleased to note the fact of being in accordance with our policy of not investing in buildings.





Any parents, relatives and friends who can help in the refurbishing of the place e.g. painting, cleaning, woodwork electricity etc. are kindly urged to contact Colin Galea at your earliest.  Your help, big or small, will mean a lot for the Committee since it is the Foundation’s intention to make every member feel at home in our central premises.
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