NEWSLETTER                                                                      NO.:12/01

EDITORIAL  NOTE

Our newsletter is back again after a relatively short break. Recently the Foundation has been busy organizing itself trying to offer the best possible support services to persons with disability and learning difficulties. After two years working in the community, our Foundation has learned a lot and acquired a lot of appreciation too!

FOUNDATION’S  SECOND  ANNIVERSARY

Last month marked the second anniversary of the Foundation. Over these last two years Equal Partners has worked incessantly within the families and the community at large. From the initial twelve families, membership has soared to almost ninety. Quantity and quality of support services provided have increased too. Of course, there is still a lot of work to be done, but, given our limits, one can safely say that the Foundation is working perfectly towards its aims and goals. Faithful to its commitment to help families, the Foundation, over these last two years, has distributed almost Lm14,000 to its members to maintain the quality of services they were getting from the Foundation. These funds were generated by the Foundation itself. This is being said with deep satisfaction as no funds from the central government have as yet been passed to the Foundation.

DECEMBER  ACTIVITIES

December started with the fund raising dinner to mark (a bit prematurely), the second anniversary of the Foundation. It was held on 1st December at Villa Arrigo and  was attended by almost  hundred persons. Though this activity generated a handsome return thanks to all the sponsors and committee members involved (especially Elena and Rosella), one was expecting a better participation from the family-members. December then ended with the Christmas party which took place on 23rd December at Ir-Razzett tal-Hbiberija. During this well-attended and cheerful activity, about Lm4,000 were distributed to family members. President Colin Galea thanked all those supporting the Foundation and urged all members to participate more actively in the Foundation’s future activities.

RENEWAL  FORM

During last month, renewal forms for 2001 have been sent to all members. However, not all as yet have sent back the form together with the relevant Lm5 renewal fee. Of course, it is useless to emphasise the importance of these renewals, and so, those who inadvertently have not received their renewal form or have lost it, are urged to call Maria at the office so that she could send them this form again.

RESOURCE  SECTION

As has been previously mentioned, the Foundation is very much keen on setting up a resource section at its offices in Floriana. Actually, it has already invested over Lm500 in books, visual and auditory aides and other educational material. As communicated, members can now, after consulting their visiting professionals, borrow these resources for a short period. Anyone who would like to buy some of these aides can do so through the Foundation at a very good discount. On the other hand, those who possess similar resources which have become unwanted are kindly asked to forward them to the Foundation so that others would make good use of them. Finally, all borrowing members are urged to respect the lending limit and not to keep such aides more than the stipulated time.

FACILTATORS’  AND  PROFESSIONALS’  MEETINGS

Since the start of school in October, the foundation’s senior professionals have been holding regular meetings for both facilitators and other professionals working with our children. The professionals’ meeting is being held on a monthly basis, while that of the facilitators is being held every other Friday. All meetings are taking place at the Floriana premises. Again we would like to thank  Elena, Charmaine and Ninette for organizing for free these essential meetings and also all the other professionals and facilitators who frequent these meetings in order to provide better quality support.

CARNIVAL  TICKETS

The Foundation is in possession of a number of complimentary tickets for some of the forthcoming Carnival activities to be held in Valletta. These were kindly donated by the National Association for Persons with Disability. Those who would like to have such tickets are requested to call Maria at their earliest as these will be distributed on a “first come, first served” basis. No more than two tickets will be allotted to each member.

YOUR  LITTLE  HELP  SURELY  MATTERS

Over these last four months the Foundation has been involved in centralizing its administrative work at its offices in Floriana. Though a lot has been done to embellish this place, several work is still pending. A couple of rooms need to be furnished for immediate and better use. In this regard, we are urging members who can afford their assistance to call Maria so that the necessary arrangements would be effected. This assistance can come in terms of time, goods and even advice. This is your Foundation and your help, be it great or small, surely does matter!
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